First example of direct RuO4-catalyzed oxidation of isoxazolidines to 3-isoxazolidones.
RuO2/NaIO4 oxidation of 3-unsubstituted isoxazolidines, under ethyl acetate/water biphasic conditions, affords 3-isoxazolidones in good yields. The methodology can be used on both racemic and optically active isoxazolidines.